MAY 18-19, 2001





"IMAGINATION ALIVE IMAGINE"





A symposium on contemporary American fiction.





Organized by the "Observatoire de Littérature Américaine" (ODELA), Institut Charles V, Université Paris VII-Denis Diderot, under the auspices of the Institut Universitaire de France





Venue : Friday May 18th and morning of Saturday May 19th : Institut Charles V, 10 rue Charles V, 75004-Paris (Métro : St Paul)


	Afternoon of Saturday May 19th : Société des Gens de Lettres, Hotel de Massa, rue du Fbg St Jacques, 75005-Paris (Métro Saint-Jacques)





American writers Mary CAPONEGRO, Rikki DUCORNET, Jaimy GORDON, Joanna SCOTT will discuss their work and their views on fiction with members and guests of the "Observatoire de Littérature Américaine" in three half-day sessions (May Friday 18th and morning of Saturday 19th). The afternoon of Saturday May 19th, readings by all four writers (in English and in French) will take place at the Hotel de Massa.





OUTLINE OF SYMPOSIUM





	Each session will consist of 


	1) 8 brief statements or "position papers" (ranging from formal to informal) not exceeding ten (10) minutes by members of the Observatoire and the guest writers. These can be remarks, sets of open questions, queries, comparisons, thinking aloud on any combination of the terms listed under  the corresponding sections/sessions (sorry : at this stage, suggestions are bilingual !).


	2) a general discussion of the issues raised (one hour and a half).





	The first session will basically deal with imaginary material ; the second with the relationship (kinship, moves away from, mixes, evolutions) the work of the writers entertains with various literary traditions and genres/subgenres ; the third will try to tackle more purely technical matters.





1. Friday, May 18th, 9:30 am (Charles V, room A 50)


WONDERS, DREAMS and CURIOS





	objets-aliments de l'imaginaire/bazar/hétéroclite/disparate/musées/ fonds imaginaire/ 	efflorescences/dreamworlds/wonder


	excès/pléthorique/fourmillement/dans tous les sens/ways out / banal-extraordinary


	bris des frontières et de la langue/débordements/prolifération


	éclectisme/curiosité/butinage/glane/gourmandise/baroque/préciosité/exotisme


	au-delà du principe de réalité/quelques rêveuses/imaginaires féminins/contes,chants, 	rêves et délires/dream, delirium, desire





2. Friday , May 18th, 3:00 pm ((Charles V, room A 50)


"UNREAL ESTATE" : MANAGING THE LITERARY TRADITION


	


	rapport à la tradition/départs/critique


	merveilleux/fantastique/nouvelles  formes


	mutations/baroque/rôle des fictions/rapport au réel/ dé-lire


	borowed tales/ emprunts et mutations





3. Saturday, May 19th, 9:30 am) (Charles V, room A 50)


WHICH CRAFT ? 





	logique de la forme/voix/oralité/syntaxe/lexique/formes du contrôle


	word golf/ process / Cohabitation des tons et des niveaux de langue/ structure


	readership / women in-and fiction








AT THIS STAGE, ALL REMARKS, PROPOSALS, CRITICISMS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR VARIANTS AND ENLARGEMENTS ARE AMPLY WELCOME. Please get in touch with Marc Chénetier 


marche@paris7.jussieu.fr. Collaboration is of the essence.


