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. At tbe beginaing of Ie Meatèur' the hero Dorsflte arrives ia Paris

as a noviôe in the vays.of the city. IIe Lecks s g?eat ôeal of essentiêI

infor:rnation about Paris e.nd Pa.risians' but he enJoys ar e,ppêlent firnd

of goodrill--ftiendships, paternal benevol-ence, tu tou ôisposition of

ïoæD vho do Èot kDow hin to beliere vbat he seys ed to 8ccept his over-

trre of courbsbip. Tovards the eaô of tbe pl-ay, during nost ot tUe last

act, Dorete has mueh more inforætion about the capital ed its inhabit-

airts, but his abiLity to corued. tbeir resPect' belief, æd acceptuce

âs fuiend æd kin is drastical-l-y red.æed' On the one bed. Dorsnte seeus

to nov€ to{êrd irtegrêtion into a social environeent ed on the other

he seeus Eole æô more isolated. fron other uembers of the dJsmatic vorld.

Tbe raovenent fYoE oae situation tô the otber ard the briuiert reintegra-

tion--or appæent reintegration--of tbe he"o into a social netvork at

the èeaoueneat outline foï us pèttems of authority æ they control the

rorId. of,the chaJêgteïs. Ior lF l"Ientew is a p1.ay aÈout the ua'nifesta-

tion in language of èifferent kiDds 8J1d. d.egregs of authority, ineludirg,

of course, that êbso]-ute l-ack of a-uthqlity in language vhich consists in

Lil
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the recognizqd r"n"onià. :Iyiog is oôt, riovàjer,-"iop:y a disruption in

tbe hero's life, m interlude.after çtticb he retuns to the observanee

of e iuitial æd uique authority. Insteatl, Iying is for Doraste aI 'i'
passage from a trad.ii,ional fom of autlioriiy tovards a nev one,. one.

vhich brings him closer to Clarice æd Lucrèce,

the tem authority is here. understood. €s tbat quality of ûr utter-

ace vhich gives the utteræee weight æd cred.ibility æong those who

hear or reail it, the pover vhich an utterance exercises over the ac-

tioas æd the assent of the }eceiver.l Authority is riot a linguistic

qual-ity, thérefore, but a $ragratic, contexbual one, d.ependiÂg on the

sociaL rôIe of the pei:son speaking (autbor, in tbe se-nse of sour'ce,

gæretor, or.vitness ), æd on the nature of the situation in vbich

his vord.s occu, Authority can appear in the forn of æ ilryerative,

but it ce also characterize a pue\y decluative utteræce. The piob-

l-en of authority in ia.nguage is very nuch ê concern, afuost an obses-

sion, of the seventeenth-centufy d.rry- *4 narrative. We find it at

the base of nuchiillusioa, .gtsilIoqu9, disguise, and:"ædless." indeeô,

one of the difficuLties of d.escribing tbe baroque tbeatre is tbat the
l

surfêce ûanifestations of a global "confi:sion" sonetimes obscure the r:l-

derlying structure in vhich the dre.natic.vorld reveêls its qr:ra]-ities as

a social orgdnization dependent upon the sæe meæs of establishing au-

tbority æ is rhe social vorld. that produced the play, fhe brief sug-

gestions that foJ-J.ov êre Deæt only as a tery iinited exæp1e of one

approech to tbe stu{y of thj.s authority.ia d.iscouise.

There æe for:r pr:incipal types of discursive âuthority ia fe Uen-.

teur, Despite the avksardness md. someçhat ad. hoc nature of the ter-

ninologr, I viU ca]L then te)ituality, enpiricisro, nobility (eénérosi-

-tj) , "na 
uba^nity (noèe ).
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Te*bu+ -autborily is the power ettributed to yrittell texts, espe-

cia).1.y. (i:e.,witb tbe b.igbest degree 9f euthorit.y) to thoqe existing

rithin a ca^non, It is futleental-\y non-referential, thet is, we be-

lieve in it not because vhat it says co?respoDds to vhst we see in the

ror]-è æoud rE but sinp].y becarEg the teït itself iuposqs respect.

Tertual autbority ças under grav.e atlack in the seventeenth centu}lf

(e.g. by Descartes i! the first pert of tbe Discouls d.e Ia Eétbode) but

it wæ entrencbeè iD tbe r:niversity al'd particul-arly in certain disci-

plines. lJithin tbe first fourteen verses of Le !{çnteur textual autlor-

ity is nentioned tvice in coajuaction ritf one of those di.sciplines,

the legal cur"icutrm at Poitiers, u educatioa in vhicb tbe texb (Code)

æd tbe autbor or authority.of figues.(auctqres) like "3artole" plsved

a fmd.æental- ro1e.2

' 
.fhe opposite of textual- eutbolity is erpirical authority, vhicb.

drars its cogency fron tbe witness of the selses. fupiricisn sees vords

æ reflections of thiags, tbe ôiscouse alvays pursuing things, atteEpt*

ing to nirror theu adeguately. When wba! is said varies ftoE tbe ktovl-

edge of the senses, tbe seDses-are believed. æè fæguêge distrusted.

Dofan-tgrs valet Cl-iton, wbo is aLjnost afravs vith hin, maintains &1 e&-

pirical {isqourse in cormterpoint to his nasterrs lies. The enpiricel,

as the evidence of the senses, wasr like texgual au-thority, ulder attack

both f"ou lati.odal-istd ]-ike Descirtes a,uôlio some extent iloE Comeil]-e
.l

hireelf in texts like LrI].læion conioue.---:-:-
. A third authority quite clearly recognlzable in I€ Meûteu is that

' i : ., l

or céuérodité, â concept of v-hich nq geÈerdl definition D€eô.be at-

tenpted hele. In regard !o ùiscor:rse, ,though, Sénéroçité, has a very

precise sense, nentioned severalrtimes in Ie .Mqntggli tbe gfo@--or-:-i ,.:-

nob1e. às I vil-I say ia Enelish--bases the euthority of his sords on
'1
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tbe preciÈe equit"t"ncà ôf iris J.ùguaeé *a hj; actions, both past and

future. Furbherbore since nobility inciudes iuàt""" of the spealser's

frrily, the aitions ôf srcestors or kiu provid.e authôrity for the'vôrds

of aay speaker *ithin tle fæily, aad çords of ieiy oue nenbei of lhu "''
fmi\r have the àtfect of binèing the others. Itris correlation of

vords ud. actiôns applies both to p""i -à futuei vb,en a noble, vhose

æcestors t aètions have emed re jpect for hjs word.s, gives his luole,

he hàs lôudd bidseLf irrevocably for"tbe'futr:re. lftUougA the kind. of

knovledge conveyéd. by':tuè speectr of a noble should. iôrrespo[d; in aI1

tha!.concerns ttre past and present, ritÉ e'q'iiical authority, the force

of noble d.iscourse cdæs ftom vbo is speatiag, uotiXu tUu erpirical which

does rlot èepenô on tbe respectàbility of the'spesker for its iorce. A1-

cippe is categorical- in his denial of tbe possibility tbet Dorarte ce

lie. Aceord.ing to Alcippe there cu be ao àeviation tetveen tfre voids
I lr.:r : :

arxd. actions of a gédéreux:

Tout hor@e d.e couage est honme d.e parole ,
A des vices,si bæ iI ne peut consentir,
El fuit p1ù que le Eort le honte di aeatir.
Cela nrest point.

(w.8t\-I?)3

Géronte, eonfronting Dorete with tbe accusatior of lying (V,i), sp.ùrt:

out the relationship betueen lugua€e md action in tbe eénéreux:

Est-iJ. qublque faibldsse, est-iL quelque action
Dont u coeur yraiBent noble ait p}:s d'aversion,
Puisqu'u seul d.énenti fuj porte une infæie
qutil ne peut effacer stiL nlerpose sa vie, .
Et si ded.us 1e sug iI ne lave ltefflont
Qu,u si.honteux outra€e 

ii:rrfr:ir;.n {r:ont?, :

It is the th"ee-iay l.in} oi rord, deed, and blôod that malses tne cJn-

clusion of this fêther alxd. son confrontation particu-Larty strong, for
. i..-the fatbèr's rora" aoô based. on ibe autUority of his nobi].itï, '.d ttære:

fore his tbreat--r'Je ,1wO fes rêyoas du'Jou qui noæ éclaire / que tu

ne ûourras point que de La nain ô'rm pèrell (w. 159?-98)--corresponals
: - -.4., .. i- ;'.i.ti ,i :;,. : i./ .' l. 'l:

to a.concrete reality. By kiuing Dorute Géronte woutd mintain tbe
..: 

' 
t:r;;:ji tt.. :;, :,r' ,Li-r..- .-,- i: ;

correspondprice betveen his vortl ("Je Jue.,,") æd his ection e!è cor-
l :i' ::- I ' l

rect the dewisce of .Doræte I s actions f:rom his words .' :. :

. 
{i+"flv, th:Ig isiê type of disgoulse vhich ta.kes authority nei-

ther from texts, nor froa errpirical ewitlence, nor from the èirect ard.

ti[eless equiæIence of trorè 8!ê action: la mod.e, Ia the opeting scene,
" r: .- . -.

Parisien rT"_"î.: o" elaq:9 il i@eP?t: o3l9.liti9n tô Doralte's prewi-

ous e:qrerience by the r\yne ttCorm,e iI est nal-aisé qurau royaues du' ),

code. {oa apprenn:ri 9u faire rm nsase_è f.a nodert (vq- 9-10). lbis

gglg is pri"lar-i1y l-ink:d to wooen:*or ratber to ttre vay nen cuLtivête

tbe aeqmiutance of woDent seekiag to be accePted lnder their lÉ--alè

Eith tbe capital. As Doræte says :o c1ito4,

-. Mais Pæis, eprès tout est bien loin de Poitiers.: re crirlet àir*rt"at'v.w'ue eiitre"néthode,

9". ?y'op e'rnire eillews est ici hors de notte,
Ie èiærse fsçon d.e 1ls1et êt d.'a6ir.

, 
**er,qujr n:uyeeu 

"."* ii:.Ë|_âi,n".t 
rougir..

This specific wev of talking and acting, this néthoùe, is cleer\y

ôi!éèteô at niqkiûg aa ilçreôsion on vonen: flle cent;8]''pu:I'pose of Dô-

rantets èisewsion Hith Cliton in the flrst sceae of t'lxe p1aJr is to d.e-

ier3ine hôw Doræte vou-Ld. go about ueeting voueu, ed. Dora'ûte Eees

this æ a.probt'eE of di. sgusiv; authority; Tbe somen of Paris se, he

thinhs, uirpressed W appeal to the autbority of the ]-egal texts be hss

,studied. Ee presupposes tiat they are not eble to appreciate tbe coD-

crete deiaifs of nilità.:ry arÈ (as ir" poini" out e:q:Iicitly at-tbe enô

of the'first act)r'buÈ feels that it.is ind.ispensetle to tesemble the
I.

Pa.risieri hôbnêles'Âens :

' . Et tgni drbonnêtès gens rque froB y. Ygit ensebble
Fon! quton q.gt pal regu si lrou ne +eu ressemb]-e'

(fi. 6FT0), ,,
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I'his appearence ot fufry conforning to the nalne"s of tÉe capital and'

of avoièing a.qy prowincinaliée, pedmtrJ,''or oIè:fæhioned. says coul-d

le catrèa "urbarity." tt'is ctèar\ylla forro of êutbority in that it

gives a certain veight to onè's wôrds (æd in fact to al-l of oners sig-

nilYiag ects), Cliton speIls ôut this urbsrity'as it applies to giàng

gifts (w. B6-96).

Wben Dormte first æives in tbe capitel he seén' to face a di-

lerraa, a choiôé betçeen tvo discourseô' the textual one bæed on lon!-

ô.eaô authors, ed uxbarlity of Paris. A]-reaqY the hero seèns to bê far

fron the *ino. ald provinàiat bookish4ess of the euctores,'fbr CJ-i[on

tel1s Dorà,nte, "jo-ai" ôoroe vous on ne peigiit Bstote" (v' rl+)' Yet

elenents of sinilérity beiveen tbe texluaL æd tbe r:rbaae d'iscoiiries

al-ready appeer, siaitarities shicb ue.ke Dorarxté's rapid nasterJ of the'

*ii""'oPted, :ire 
Prina-latter perfect\Y logicel' Bôth ai'scowses' as e€

ri\r non-referential, both York vithiu:verbal or synbolic netrorks that

do not sppeaL to eupirical- deta o! t9 the villingness tô sts']re oaers

life on the conteDt. of one's speech. To sPead oae's tiue closeted with

autbors vbose atteution is tuDed towæôs the restoratiôn of the lege1

order of the Romæ sor]'d. imllies a disconnection fron evervday life;

or, as DorFnte says ubile hypotbetical]y guotiag hinseff,

"Si voæ.evez besoii tte lois et de rubriques,
Je sais le Code entier avec 1es Autbenligues,
Ie Digeste n6uveau, le vier:x, Itrnforbiat, :.
cu ôffiT ait Jason' 3a1de, Accuse, Alciet!"

(yu. 325-28)

A legq,r curricul-u of authors reæius profoEdly rooted in 
T 

systeù of

texb, citation' æd' colodentary, not .in proof by referênce tô tbe rorld

of experience. Doranteis alh:sion to these authbrs is Besti of couse'

to point out that the late netlieval €^Bd hulteistic authorities are not

'' urbane, they ere not à la node and. have no authority anoug tbe vooen

of Paris,' But Dorontels way of posing the plobIetr reveals bis forroe-

tion in a verbsl, or.rather, .rhetorical- itiscipline:
l,j'.

Tout Le.secret ne gft qureu un.peu d.e grin"ce,
i I .A Eeatii à propos; Jriier de 6oriÀe grâde;

Ebaler force mots quteIl-çs nrentend.ent pas,
Féiré somer lairboy, Jeu d.é Vert, et Ga]-æ,
I$omer q:æJ-ques chêteaix de.qui Iàs nons barbates
Pius iIs blesseDt l'oièi11e, èt plus l-eur semlleût rares,
Avoir touJciurs eu bouche Êrgl.es, lignes, fossés,

It' Vé'àetté; côatfeécerrpe" rdt E-iéiôuja a'i'ancés:
Sas ordre et sa,as raison, n I i.rporbe , on les étome ,,(.w. $3-li1)

lbe goal of thls kind of speech ià aot to refei to'aqr histôricel eveut

-:1e e44riiag in thè I'réal.o o! tlgteiial voritl--but to éreate alr effect

in the recèiver, ari éfrect ihicu is.iacfi:pêudent of denoteiire reeaing

arid. of referen"".} *i" epproecb to lyiag, in vbich rrJæoa, Baltle,

Accurser": ,riie lepi;éd.by "!amboy, jéan dà.vert, et,Galas" shsres ritb.-

tbe téxtueL ôiscout:re aa'abseice of refere[ce, but tlifférs ftoll' that

ôi.scourse i!, its é@pfète eli4inêtio! of any authority outsiile the mo-

aentâry efféct cteateè ia tUe conversdtibnal conterb. The pars-1lel be-

tweea thé lrioper uamesTæon/tsboy (etc.) invites E to refJ-ect on the

ôifferent functîô'ns of tbese bFrsonæ. ia:tfi! dypes of êiscousê iuôicateè
..i -i

by Dorute. fn the fegsl seriés, Jason etl iUe ogters æe the sources
..'.

of the text. Oce siliilly eites, e:rpl-icate:,., parlpbrsses o" Jrxùêposes
. -] j.'.' ; ,:. 

::; . i

their words. Even when, s,s tss often tbe cæe æoag hrnanizing Jurists,

one finds I vay to "aclapt" the text to a-Dew meuing tbat oue walf,ts to

establisb, the authority of the ues intevpretêtion depenês on tbe claiu
i:. .' -.t- : -.-. :: :

to be lestatina Bst of tbe cafoa. Tbe n'sees of th; ûilitary figrues,.:. -: i;,.: .. .. j

on tbe other banè, æe not the sources of Doranters vords; they are
"'.'...1 

"-.1: 
j': j :lill:j' I

sirtrtly eLeDeuts or build.ing-blocks on the see Ievel æ the næs of
.l

cætles aad of technical. terss. Doraateis autholity coBes froE the
,,,) ; .. ,.,r....'

quaLity of his perfoma,nce as' a conversatioaal-ist.
:
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.:

ùyanters brillia.:ot intuition of the qudl-ities of urbe,:re discourse.'.-..
goes beyond.the non-refeltial quality æd the absence of exleraal eutbor

..'

aJxd penetrates to the':fôr:nd.atiop of r:rbaae êuthojîily iD the consetrt of
' 1'

the psrticipets. At first tbe fie viL] seen to belong..to thq speecb
, :' l:,

of e.aobJ-e. a eénéreu. T'lxe rotra:e he addresses yi1]- tbink tbat he èiô
'ijljr-'':parbicipate in the nilitsy, eæpaigns..in question and !ha! he rEd.erstandrs

vords sbe d.oes not .ud.erstand.;. In.sbort, sbe ui11 believe that he is

æter of a {ouein.frou.vhich sbe is .excIuded., Tlre urbane discoulser.,.in

its Eost perfgct fo1z, is .orie ,iu vbich .tFe pg,rtners sfæq + uDèets-lqnd-

ing tbat is ind.ependent of tb-p .appaTeD! refer.ence,of theiq..rorâs.' Ibe '

Iie, as,asserbiôn, is DoJ pFrt of the utb-srre diseourse, foï"it alqes not,.

have a basis in a shared l3rorLealge end actiwity. . Tle lie,contiaues ,to

exc]-udg olle ps.}tBer to a.convergatio.!.. Urbi.ity, or{p@r,lequires ex-.

c1uion æ seII,..but it is. a cg-].f.ective action of exclæiol, ditected.:

ageinst those tho are outlide tbe.circle of Pæiqian,initiates.T Do-r.

ræte foresees.. conversion of. bis lies into'this.ubaae .Praptice:' : ; .:

C!I10ù:.A qui vous veut ouir, vorrF ea faites bieu croire,
!.lsis cell-e-ci bientôt peut savoi! votre histoire.

DORANIE: .Ilar:rai eéJà,geené, ctrez e-Ile qxelque aecQq,;, .., , r-, :

Et Loin d'en redoutei un ualiéureux succès
Si Jaraais u:: fecheux,aous''nuit P€,f.,sa PféFe.Dlg'
IYou pourrons sous ces Eots être ilrintelligence.
Voilà traiter.l'aroor:r, C].ilgn' et 'some iI faut. l

(w' 3l+5-51)

Urburity, or ryi5g€1i@lg as Doralte defines it, consists of tbe

'. : .;. :
couversetional process itself. Doræte OmnstrÉtàs his tather repitl

D€,ste4. of tbii dj""oro"" iunialate\y upon bis first encoulxter sith
,.'' '':

CLuice (I,ii), æ encouxter that beg:iBs vith 8.4 intricate excha.Dge.': - .. ..
r-itbin rigorously aefinea socird.l roLês. ft is.e conveisation Yithout

coatent in a,qy historical or refereatiel seni:e; it exists solely for

the pleâsqre of tbe tvo interlocutors 'an6 does:not 6irect itself outsitle
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the i@eèiate, presént, .cônversational situetioa à'iler:x. Oa\y rith the

ærival of Cliton (];iii) ôoes Dorâlte begin to support his intercbege

çith Cl-arice by 
'eference 

to epparent'hiitôrical fÉrct. T'hese i'facts"

in tnéree1ves sê of no i"uSrortæce to Doræte. ft"y eru entire\y sub-

orùiaated. to tbe iiesire to raaintain co[tact antl to âssue bireelf of

"quelque accès," Il:é presence of Cliton peroits tbe èist€lrce betveen

one discourse æd,æotber to be-cæe appæent, æd. it seem significæt

that the deviatioa of Doranters urbeJxe speecb into l-ie occurs.oaly rrhea

' retms to the stage.6tbe re?resentative .of a tborougbgoing euPiricism :

The self-coatainetl ea{ presea!.-griepled natirre of the fa.shioDebLe

Parisiaa conversetioa ne.kee .it ê perqect groFntl for tbe talelt.of Do:

ra.:r!e, i.g noa-referentia.l v9fb81 llgÊugtiort a tqlent tbat links the

textua.l ïiih tbe urba.ne. as prlnte tlescribei the art of lyilg to Cli-
,:: : '. :'r .'

ton, !:hi..s, ,art resæu.tes tbé rork of ê siilled forensiô rbetôriciu al-
-l

veys attdntive to tbe'veb of arg;cçat'etion that he hæ begun and thÂt
'' tl

be ri1]- edJust êccortliûg t'ô the chæging ôircræstg,aces of tbe ilebate;
' '"' In' ciel' feit cette 5irâce à rotttpuo d.è p.""o-".,

I] y fê.ut prouSrtituile, egprit,, .4Çg9ire,, soias
ùé se iiouiller J;;;is, et rougir éncor noins.

r ,, (ry, 93\-36)

Clitoa leter retDinds'Dor"nte of the. irnporte.nce.of memoryr and. the hero

r:nclerl"iues the.tt.rly rôst iryo*ttat si.,ele guality of the liai' .g!!:

'r,resprit,a. gecom,.l-e tléfaut de nénoire"'(v' ra6:-). OBce a€aiB tbere

is e co@onrtrait to Doræte's,.pai+ictpq.$jæ i! the texbual .æè,tbe E-

b;4e discour:ses, for the 19gs'1,.autboÉ-ÊsPpcialLy 'lBsttoLelr--vere ceL-

ebrateit fôr th;ir s€ility èt adepting texts.tô an ar-g.m epa. ,Oae v€y to

crsà an adversarlr is,,.eonstantlr, tp.revoik. lgrlier Eêteri":ls aqô trm

tbe, rdor.ôs o{ F! autbetity to ne€lr l.bat, oDe }ee{s.Èben to Desr, tbus

èi-sp.l.aliag.t!erellgFtgr..iuportapce of crB-etive,skiu. (esiriit).Êb84 of 
.,

,JOHN 'D.- .LYONS.
.i:.', \
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a lere\y,conservational- Iabor (géno:!g) and d-istinguishing laq fron
i;.:::

æchives

guaranteeing oaejl vora, - lhis systen. of .autbority, vhich is thet of

the feudal eristocracy, doeq not qgcept the èisruption of tire ed space

so cberacïeristic of the rnep.p- É !ioaè, Cé"bot., Aigipl:, a.r:d phitiste

refer frequentty to things tËet Uave bappeDed. iD the past æd to links

rith the pi:'b.iric.s. Un1iie Dorarte, who speaks of poitiers oniy as a

roil tô:the values ollPæis, Géroate attaches greai ir$ortuce to vnat

hæ appæent\y happeàed there edd wisheË to iaintain ôertain provinciel
..1Eages starl 1n ngor amoag ibe alietoèracy (fvriv). Eis appeal for vel--

ués, æ Dorante æd be knôv, is nôt to Puis or eyen to the ôourt, but

to hance, ao àppgal vbicË is at tbe ssme tine a rë?erenèe to history:

Eb ae sevez-vôus-pôfnt" aiéc torite la Fr.ance:
..Dto,r). ce titre drbonneu e tiré sa uaissaroce,
Eb'riue 1a yêrtu seuJ"e'a'nis en cê haut rdng
Ceux qui ltoa! J.usqu'à Doi fait pæser dans J-eu sæg?-r (!v. r5ô+o8) '

It is Dot es a.senex tbatiGéronte iefer3.'fuequdntly lbievents of the

past, liut beèawe tÉe authority that c6ronte rdpresents is dram fror

pæt æh.ieveDent eal requires coBt,iluity betvees pest ând prêsent, Eee

ory riia co'iri:.stencf| redher thsn pr@pt reiaterprètatiôn. Alcigpe a.ad.

H:i1iste, vhô ar9 oflpôraxtels eénera-tioni *. u,ir*fly attêcbed to

faithful rË'preée-ntatton of tËe past antt to the priaciple of the èirect
,oJ.lnA Oeween uôrd ud ectroE. -

As IIan Vehoeff hæ aoteê, the,æscuLine sotidôity of preceding

ComeJ-iæ cæ€dies ôisàppeæq in Ie'Mqnteu.lo Oo. couJ-è, perhaps, go

eæ!. fartb.er, sJr't! Dote tbat Dorslte is repeateaLly attributed qualities

that lin\ tril[ to tbe rcmen of tbe p1ay. I'lf,e other na]-e nobles in the. ..r. I ,. i. ,

pJ.ry ttreaten gr ô.efièe bu fg: bis violation of the principle that a:

thgr.itl coreq: fr?r !1oC* ibolh blood in.t i" shcd aad lhe bLood thst is

treseit!Îd tas f8+i1jja1 heritgçe), phil-iste 
,lin+:,ht?Et. e41i:it1y

ritb the notte, Spee.king of Doræters narriage vith !'9rpbise," Flxiliste

In this regard, it is signific€nt that the very first of the l_egal

autborities aentioned in. Ie l,fe4teur is "Bartol-e'r (v. f)+), or 3arto1æ,.-__:___

of Sæsoferrêto. Bal-bolus is not ,,.æ reêôe_rs of Dotes in motlem -ed.i-.:"
tions of the pl€y ui.ght believe, Jus! æ iad.ifferent pa,xadigll of the

Iegq.l shoJ"æ inserbed for "Iocal.coIor." I{e vas in fact.the mostrceL-,,

ebrated na.ster of tfe ngsjocen4i Ijt,e1ic6 or 'rBarto1isro.." 4 sixteenth-

ce4turlr rnenonic d.isticb smizes this nethod:

' Praèmitto. scindo, slxûuto, cesutBque figuro- Periegot, âo ""*"é, "odooto, 
ôbJ-icio.7

As a recetrt bistoris.! of Renaiêsæce las bæ said,

Aécording to tbis foitrrla the 'rItalie.lt' exegesis, vhich Bur-
pprted to be ê co@eBt on tbd text, ùitl aot even l-ist its
côntenis until the stage'oi perlegere. ; , . In aôhe of
the inilisJ. operetions væ the author boud. to.the terc,

order, oi even coàtents of tbe Corrju Juis. TË.e introd.uc-
tion to tbe tert vas a purely ùialectical a.ad casuistic pro-
cedurè--whicb meabt that lbe original inténtion of ihe sor:rôes
couLd. be eæiIy resheped...o

0f the læt stage of this Bart,olistic sequence, ob.iicere, the ssÀe

scholal obserres tËat it vas, for a cor@entatorr t'the suprero.e test of

legal viriuosity. It isihere ind.eed. ths.t we find. a use of dia-

lectic so subtle anà refined es to !rs&e it seem tbat æy opinion vbat-

soever èoul.ê be v:'ug fron traêitioaaf autboiity (pp, I3-fl+).
'If this bas been Dorante's experience of the ]av, it is nàt U.arA

to see w\y he has trouble adJwting to the ki;d'of auebority'thdi G€- '

ronte ard .trlcippe respect.' r'or theB a aobïe is ex;:ected. tb establisb

his auttrority ty.aoinc, not nere\y by saying. lor Géroatd, ù tor At-

cippe, uo a,Eount of esliit can conpensa!ê''for' a. laek of cor:rage a,nô, es

a coiôttary, ttle past'æd ne4ory have pa*iciar'::iôpbrt"re.u. oriè's ai-

tioss and tbe actions of one's arcestois build r:p â fund of credibility-r
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tells Géronte of the fictitious evening concert s.nd col-Lation

qui partait d'ùa esprit d'e græde invention'
!'t si ce na,riage est.de mêDe néthode,
La pièce est iàru colrplète'et des plus à ]a node'

, (vv. rl+80-Ba)

Nrerous vgrba1 perallels occur in d.escription of the actiols of Do:

raJxte ard. of the tvo voroen he is courting' I'ot exauple! in tris clari-

fication of the episoèe of the eæni4g concert' Flrifiste s€ys of the

voren, "Ltavis se tlouve feur et ces èeux autres befies / Avaieat ea

plein repos passé,Ia auit chez 9lles'r (w. 7g8-gg). of.Dotæte' Plti-

liste says several verqes later' "I1 vi[t hiet de.Poitiers et ssns f.qire

&ucu! bnit / Ç:bez l1ti Pêisiblelleat a dorrd toùte nuit" (w.l 8o?-08).

In tbe fouoving sceae-rse!ètte speals, of Dorete:8 eia*sir 'iu.lyiue
(v, 908), aad Cl-arice replies'ty.afff::oing ber inteation to ta'ke plsisir

(v. 913) iu confounôing hir. Again in the 4ext scene (IrI,iv) cliton

points out tbat "Lucrèce" uiIl perhaps be Just æ experb in J-yirg ès

Dorante (w' 927-33). In tbe èirect confloDtetion ia ihe pènuttinate

sceae.of tbe !fay' rhêu Doraate has discoveretl tbe error i4r the nameg'

Dorerte establ-isbes a parallel betveen bis notives anô thoee of l,ugrèce:

ttvous me Jouez, Maatee' et sæs'doute pou rire, / vqw prenez tlu P'}ai-

sir à n'entendre reèire" 1o.1,. 1795-06)' A bit letèr he tells her:

Je vor:s embarrassai, n'en faites point Ia fine'
. Choisissez un geu nieu vos dupes à la nine'

vous pensiez ltre Jouer, *tïl 
i?ui:ir,Jouais.

This $ç.Iaration is pslal"Lel to ïbat Lucrèce æd Cl-atice say to one

a,lotber vben tbey clqin that tbeir interest in Doiute is "Curiosité
I

pure, evec d.essein dé rire" (Yv' 1\2I; I\25)' Ttrere is reason to tloubt

shat Cl€rice e.nd Lucrèce say to one a.Dother about their motives in rÊain-
:

taiaing.èorinnrmication vitb Dors,nte. fn fect' they secq to be \ying

the âuèieace that sheabout tbeir uoiitt"s, for lucrèce bas revealed to
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is seriously attracted to Dora,:rte (v. 1033). Sirilarly Dorqnte is J.yiag

':once agaia in.his final expLsration of his aottves for all that lreced.es.

I! hi; vey ofusing language, Dorarte seees tô be.uuch closer to

the romen of the plsy, ana they seeE to apply his use of læguage aE. ea-

tireLy:difierent criterion flon that of Géroate, Alôippe, and Philiste.U

lbe rorents reaction to bis \ying d.oes Eot reseBble the fetberrs outrêge,
':1 :

Alcippets honor lefure: t'des viies si bæ" or Ptrilisters coÊd.enscending

tlerisiveness, I{tren Clariærlearns that Dorante is Dot the nilitary hero
. ..,, :l

be had claiieô to be, sbe silp\y cal-ls bim nfourbe 'r She na&es no refe-

' lence tô the systen of values of a rugle nobility, Eer araouncenent that
. .. t

she vilL àot rnarry him is not, as it first 6eems to fsabelle, a reJec-
'{ :.1 ,i. :r -

tion of Doralte, bu!, as glarice explains, the colsequence of Dâre,niets

previous marriage. I{hat is st issue for Clarice is not lying in the
:

bloadest sense but Eerel-y tlte disr[ption of tbe relations]rip thêt Do-
l

rsnte had. sàened to t. e trying -uo estebl-ish vith he!. This does Bot stop

her froE vanting to continûe to tal-k witb hin. Futhemore' the rhoLe

series of lies tuet Doræte sgins out for Clarice ("Lucrèce") ed for

Lucrèce in IIIrv d.oes not ùininish l,ucrècers iaterest iu hin (w' 1032-

33). I.ihât does seem to be intolerable, for Clarice, is Dorarte's final

assertion dr:ring the nocturnal interriev that he is villing to uotiergo

tb.e snger of beaven ttsi J'ai parlé, lucrèce, à personae qutà voustt (v.

1057). Tt}e scene end.s vhen "Lucrèce" d.eclates "Je ne puis p].æ souf-

lYir ule te1le i.rq)udeace" / Après ce que J'ai w rci-uêne en m pré-

sence'r (w, f058-59). The specific erpirioal evideace that toucbes

Clarice is one that castÊ d.oubt on the conversationaL excbege itself'
a

n<it.one that concerus Dorantets jjerfor:nance outside that exchange. It
' ':

is not Dora^Bte's. d.islronor or bis genera-l lâck of' reliebility that dis-

tu).b cLarice but those:precise chs.racteriÊtics. thet pemii bin to rnain-
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tain coritact.vith his conversêtionaL (æd potentiall-y senal) parLner.
rl'

:

Dorete, C]-arice, æd. Lucrèce e]-l exl].ain the væious lies æd'\ : -

"disguises" (if one can use the te]jl for a verbal- inpersonatiotx of ihe
..,1.,t:I.-'

sort that percits Clarice to take the place of Lucrèce in lfIrv) in

tero of pleasure, gæe, cuiosity, e,rd diversion, On neither side

d.oes there seen to be ar absolutê requirernent for ar3y specific rela-
' !' :l :' :^

tionship betFeen action ed vord,, between Iæguage ed experience, be-

tveen vbat has been ssiô arod. vhat is nov seid. Ieguage is repeatedly

described. as both a gae and. æ ê meas of èiscoveriag thè qualities
''rl'

required for narriage (1I,ii), As Clarice tells fsabeLle, seeing Do-

ràlte ê!d hearing ebout bis quaLities fron others æe not enough. She

wæ+,s to kaov hin'rdans lrâme" and accepts Isabel-lets suggestion rrquril
. ; ,.11, .., i': ,. , r r

parle à vous't (v. l+al) as tbe neans to do so. T!:.e votnenrs cuiosity is
. | .' l

èirected., froE the third to the fiffh act' to finding out vhat Dorete

wil]- ssv, hov he will handle hiusetf in the increæingIy coraplicated

verbal iDterplsy. In the find coDtlontatioB' Doræte hæ achiewed for., .::: ' :

bimelf a situatictn in whicb he is the ultiæte Ê,utb.ority, because no
._l

evid.ence exists rhich can contradict his e)qllæetio! of his ectioûs. No

I

one c& coatredict Dorâ.nters accolmt of hié rctivations becawe his Eo-

tivations have 1ef6 no trace.f2 Once the vomen accept the ?ossibility

that lying c'iu be a pernissible procedule for ôiscovering truth (as they

have doae in Iff,v), tbgl th:y must coDced.e tbe corr:ctness of Dorantelg

strategr provided. that he Produc:s a consistent d.iscusive accolmt of 
.

tbe "gene" they sJe playing and that Ïris stratery fits the besic put?ose
I :,:

of urbee discourse--ùaiataining tbe cohesion of the grou! 5f ioiti"t.".

Or:ce he has d.one so, tbe Lie iS no loager a 1ie'.becaue it is sulPorteô
''l

by the authority o? tbe social consensus, even if this consensus o4\r':
. consists of tbe a€reement betveen Doræte æd Lucrèce. Urbeity has no

DISCOURSE AND AU?HORITY .IN LE MENTEI]R 1 65.

otber test for d.etemining authority.

I Do1ætels accorqpliqhænt is .to nodqêle successfully fræ.ole non-.l

re-f,Frential"disc.o.wse to anothel, avoiding the rigid. prescriptions of

générositê aOd the appeal to appeax.arlce nsde by eupiricisn.l3 He has

. applied the {nterpr:etiv"e s!:l1l-s of the te:rbual tradition to e real-B in

whicb there- are no'more auctores but only tbe spe€ker ard his .iuorediate

speech-situt,ion. Iasteat of interpretiag earlier terbs, .Dorete:.fits

his earLier inreatioas.to tbe- cbæged situatioa, applyiag the Eos d.océpèi

Italicus, to tb€ world. of Farisje gslletry.

, At the end of the p1aùr Dorute æd Lucrèce have agreed to !BïtT.

They do. so under the authority of .pàrentaL aristocratic co@ed. "IÊ

devoir d.tude fil.l-e est daas lrobÉissenc.er" s€ys h:crèce (v, lTgl+); ve

knor thst Dorante has no choice. fn the lugest vies, the authority of

céiérosité.. of tbe home de puo]-e, hês triorpbed. But in their sub-

nissj.on to this autbority, Doræte, Cilarice, æd Lucrèce have foud a

vay to give tbeEseLves tbe inpression of controlling their orrr destinies

æè of possessing a douein fron yhich tbe patemal discouse of généro-

sité is absent.: This is t.hg ternit,olT of nod.e, tbe pLace rtrere tbe ref-

eretltial,'},arld.of.l'!saf11t,tt of nilitarry acb.ieveeent recedes behinti the

ruiles .fori.soci.al interactiorr.. Tq,the.initiates of ttre discou-r:se tbat.

prevails bere tbe seuse of ttsous ces lrots être drintel-Ligencett is a con-

sotation fo! their subrnission to tb.e othe" Lav. Doranters relative tri-

r:uphris.his èbility to avoid. isolation in his defeat, to fiDê ê group j r

in subJ,êctlon f.ike,rbiusel.f b-ut capabLe of reinteryrêting subJectioa

r tlrrougb a tsrfrer.iôr nasteqg of tre,r:guagei : , , ,:: :

' 'i'Ci;hsoiatiohlt is perhaps too.weéh a tel:n. Ibere is another lratrr to

view tb.e significæce of Doræteis adventure, both iu t,ems of Comeil-le,s

works æd. of tbe bistorical chuges iu !?ench serenteenth-centultf society.
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fn this latter connection, ve note thst the tvo arithorities vhich. seen

most to oppress Dor'ante, the nobl-ê ânô the textualrdisqouxses--bôth of

vhicb sta.nd in the veuv of his ectivities as a Perisian galant--qre 'rep-'

resented" as being linked to the plorinces.' ftre lar'Student-stltdies. er

obsoLescent lega.l cmiculu in Poitiers; the noble obsërves the rules

of a provincial aristocracy froû which he dtêTs his history, tevenued,

ed feni ]-y aL].iæces . Tl]e groving pover of Paris æd of a pove"ful ætl

non-traditioniilist rcnarcl\y reslened. both:of these c].asses' lbe edict
:

against èuels was seventeen yeæs o1â when É l,tenteu vas perfomedi

AJ-thou€h Alcippe's md. Géronters appeêIs tô prii.vâte bIôod vengeæcê nay

stil1 }epres.ent a doninmt'folce in the vor].d. of .the pl,air'' Dora,nte's

node of purely verbal:and p1ayfirl "viofdnce" is clêarly the vey of the '

fûture. Adaptability" forgetfirl-ness of the past' eagemess to edopt the

prevailing ûod.e, cuftivatiou of conversational skilils:-a1). these'ere

traits that vill- be aPpreciated in the sJistocracy of the cowt' In

lhis perspectire Dorute's atlaptive bebavjor mgùr be one slmpton of the

d.efeat of the a"istocracy' a defeat of vhich the llteranf conseo-uences

æe knovn to us througb the vorks of Gol"dmæn æcI Bénicbou.

ft hæ long been cJ-eer that rithin the Comeliar ceon itself prob-

lens of êuthoxity are centra}. The greet. tragedies that lrecede: I€.IES-

teur' èeal- vith the contiadictions that'occur prirarily vithin the co'le

of tbe généfeux. Tn geDeral they êo not èeal çith probleEs of kloltLedge

but vitb prob].e$ of sction. lbe comeèies, on lhe other hæô, contain

nunerous ôuiproquo of various sorts, and' the problens of knowletlge tlave :

greater veight ttre probleus of ethical d'ecision. Ié l4enteur looks for-
'l

çald to later. traledie9 (anti the treioic.coneSr) of uncertainty in'vh-ich

these probfem ùe 3usei1 sd in çltié!'the questioa "ïhet.is true?rf ,is

equal in ir@ortæce to the que6t!.on ,rrllhat to d.o?tt. In.Eéràclius lttre nùo1e

pfay work!:id undernine sourcés of auti.rritetive testiuony about the

true ièen.bity of '.'ÈéracJ-iw" in a.sitætion yàere neither aédérosité,

nor edpirical uitnéss, ndr tertuar evid.ence have any a oriori veigrt.lL

Dororte.ts Paris is. d.esctibett æ a place vàere ttcoure on sry conaait nal,' '-. : ,chacu qry fÂit tle. nise ./ W vaut comrnéuent "up*t cor@e iI se prisefi

,(w. ,8f;Be). : "Is this p]pgg r.i:tb-p-rÉ lleuorî- and.,vithàut êBpeat tq .exter_

na1 authopity:ngt sioifar 1q ruonegts:: in !i.e.,Iire irf .<loa Ssiche? .Dorute

knolg_his origip_ anil lgl.Ig" .i..tt stteEptiDg: to ffts.e pal9r4e1 no.l1e ,au-

tbority. Don SæcUe 
"oj fer..fi*"wiJ-l revèel. .y.o #.i.B"ofo.uDô!J tbe .

frqqi].ity, of tfre bçro'.,s lfink tp, lrgditipaal euthority,.

DISCOURSE AND AU?HORITY IN LE T4EN?EUR

_ 3:f quote ftoû. André Stegraaaa
(Paris: Ie Seui.t, 1963).
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.-1 Authority,is ]-iDkeal ritU:t"ing-€n auteu, æ she!.céroate ref€E ,.to hr'pFelf æ the "secoûd suteur".os pbraæFË-iies becaue b.e, the fa-
ther, æpeats tbem to Plxil-iste. Géronte tb6 leDds his veight, his gr:ar-
srtee, to the lissteteeeat. Wêrtbug s,Bô Euguet certify tnè use of ihe
tere author in.tFF._seæè "gua,pànJor"-.fo" """iiet 

periods, .It is inter-
estitrg tbat tbe trésor d.e ]-a"læguë Ëæqèisë træes autcirité to the
neæing "guati@3).

:.

- --z.Befgging to his lega] educetign, poranlg speshs of e ,,fatres delois" (v, l+,). ft is iatriguiag to coasider tuât tue rinæntioan of fa:
tT* et qe,4lg bas been attributed to a scb.oJ.qr of tgrr, Arilippe de.BEili'
sire tle. Seeunanoir. See- W. KeJ-lernsuc, "Uber aie atttaazôsiecben Gediùte
èes i:nle:,giurinlten Unsiansrr' .Arcb.iv fiir ttes Stuèiral der neuren Slrecbea,.
zot (L9ôë),, p. 2r. Paul Zrutho:ils description .of f,atræ iF,Êôt ii{tbtlE- :

res.eeblalace !o D_oræte's.ind.Slgence in tgp-glage. iGæ bêJond..e+y co!-
cel:a for vraisenbl-arxcé.o! for ref,erence: 'plus que ôome ua o*eiiat. ]-it*téreire, Ië-faE;s=6ble elors coûçu come r,tn noyen âtexaltation !ure-
)meat l:irg+istiqæ, d.éaué;.tle toute référence à d'eutres réeJ-ités qu'.aur
for:nes brutes 4q 1e'guage" ("!'etresie, fatra,ssiers r" itl Isl(ue, Texte,
$g!4g, [?eris:,Ie .Seui:', r9?5] ,,p. 8g). 

- 

.

rs ed.itioa of th.e

.{inds a "te:rbual." aspêct to

'.i i -:

:];
l+ - --

-LS gDe-L_Le
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Dora,nte's supply of verbÊ] EateriqJ- cones lSoo a printed text, I'me ga-
zette" (v. 865).

5_,
' Fréciosité is oDe fom of ubæity, æ æe other forus of ggfff-

toisie dEffiIÏïy insofar as tbey replace rilitary.achievenent iIEE-
conversationdl.skil-L. '

b Cliton not oaty repres'ents æ eupirical alptoach bùt ên i@ed'ia-
te\y comercial oae. Is it n€rel.y e coincidence tbet tllis aPpeal to tbe
authonity ôf the seuses læd the ôoirbern wJ.th donet-ary è-ictr-aage.occr:r in
the sane cberacter? 1. J, Reissrs vezï interestirg use of excbenge as
desciiptive concept, "iIÊ Mètiteui de Co::r:eille: frùgage', Voloaté, Sociétél'
(8omce Notes, 15, No. 2 lHinter 19?3]., 281+:96) vpu].a be eæn.Eo!e use-
frl-TiE d.id.not èeffne social bonstraints in such a glob'l wêy.

COMEDY IN TEIODORE AITD EETO]rD

by

A. Doaald SelltsÈron

' .In æ essaôi on tbe liperilàw balaoce" both within come{y 'nd be-

tveea'coueay eÉô traeedy, 8esà'cirarô'has:gaia: "A gËet cmic uriter

dæa not 8rcid ttièkJ-isbr subJects, be yiIL not !4y ariay træ rtoæ\r'

nolro-r.aùs."f Coneilter' who rrote.pJ.gya'i:r botb gentes, broached. the

nost ticklisb. sùbJect o? his iareer ia &.éodoré, a t"ggedy; æè th.e re-

su.lts ve;blnix;af. It nay be, as e r€cent critic bas c].éined., tuai ia
:rl

venturiag tô r€te}I tbe stot:f of Ctristian virgin cast into a Roloea

bTotbêl, CorEeil-l-e'sished to denbnstrete the porer of tbe rleï theatr€

tq operate vitbio tbe bornôs of strict prolriety anii hig!-serious eins'Z

' ,a ir *o i;tery, Dotreorer, iu*t tu. p].ay shourd be couted s&ong tbe

Eost technîca11y acconrplisheô of the playrrigbtrs long careet: ôrÂubi-

gnac ras srr eer\y adnirer of its vell-crefteô structæ, ard latter-dsy

enthusissts ca*,a]so be fomè'3 llhat i-s cerbaia is tba! gfollg*"s

not veLl receivec\ly its origiuel ?aris audieuces 
' 

tbougb it fater en-

Joyetl Foderste succees in the provinces. Comeil-Ie a,lld tlrAubignac agreed

tbat the subJect.Eatter, or the guôieacers }êsction to the subJect nêt-

ter, vâs Bt fault; ia a word, it sæ shock at the spectle of prostitutiou

7 .Iuit- g. rr'eklin.,

,p.12
' 8 t*nf.fin, pp,. f2:i-3. C. J. lriedriih erlso treets tbis strugite

for reinterpretation bebind. a "learned fa4aôe" in The Fhilosolby of Lav
in-Eistorica.t Perspectire (chica€o: Tbe Univeisity of Chicago Prese,
ffinteresiiug.tocoat'êsttbehr:meliziag].eg&1sys-
ten vhiàh prod.uced Dolerrte rith the pre-huorarist systen tlescribetl in
Metlieval- Freuch Litereture a.rral I€,v (Berkeley ard los A4geles: University
ffi

9 D".ia lee Bubin, whose alelysis of E@99g! in t'oa Theetricelity
in Pierre Comeilfers lete! cometlies" (Papers on treucb Seventeentb. Cen-

tu:'L literatue,7 ta97"l1' 82-101) ag?ees oD seæral- Points but reaches
CA-ffir.Dt aonclusions ftotr rdine, describes the attitutie of .aLcippe
ædeéionte as "PuitanicaL.to ar ertreæ" (p. 95) in tbeT.-r refiiÈal to 

-

tolerete"a.4y "role-p1aying." Ruti; coDtræts tbié rith Clsricels nôre'l
nnerced iosition. .

10 ks côrnéaies àe coraeilte: ue Psicliôleciufe (Parisi lcLiûcksieck'
]e?e), tiT38a

11 H. 1,. ALlentuch's ôescription of the vonen of coméilIe's theatre
nirht be inrerbed to tlesclibe Dotante. Iu studying prinarily tbe tra€e-
AiËs, Altentucb cotrclud.es tbat vomen "a!sert, in plsy afte! pfay' but
especial-Iv in træedies. a ôesire to be Judged by thê sue stsdards as

Ëti-i;R;f1e;tiooJ on wÉnen in tbe Theater af comeiue;" g19gg5g-
ns.p.ce Slrarterl-v,21 tl9?l+1, p. 9?). Dorante æd.tbe smen cif Ib ldènÏ'eut
;"r"t ËE JilAg;d on ttre basis of tbeir Êuccess ia verbal i?iLt,eTii'' a'rid

the ability to-"dome! ties bayes.'t fhis is not u ability in vhich the
otuer nates of tbe pl-ay:exceLl ot.o!è vhich tbey lespqqt'

f2 Cliton, though he has fâ']leD victin to DorêDte's lies' Eigbt tbink
be côu1it coatraôict his master:bere. But his tlêre vortl--not beiag B

ûob1e rord--set a€aiDst his oasterts would not ilisplove æythiug said jn
this sceDe by Dorante'

'l

13 cl*ri"u has udemiaeô the traditionatly nost secure souce of
errpirical info:natioa, sightr. in II'ii'- i't , ul"!*t "îËâ 

tui" p'"IlîËt-lîfieater J'ength in "rbe unlnowa

*i:; ?ïËffi}ïË;i tiffiffieÎgÏlp. ro7-3?'


